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Recommendation

That you call in Ambassador Alphand at your fa i r ly early conven-
ience and speak along the above lines to him :

J Merchant in i t ia led his appmval on l e h r u a r v 11 the source text also bears
M e r s h a n t s h a n d w r i t t e n noUition Mul the linn1 clenient makes i t impossible to do
rnvsell before departure on leave See mv memo to S/S [ ! M 2/1 l/r>0' His lebruarv
1 1 memorandum to Calhoun endorsed Kohler 's and Sa t t e r thwa i t e s suggestion and
reiommended that Herter or Dillon speak w i t h Alphand ( / / ' « / ) Herter suggested to
Alphand on l eb rua ry l f > tha t the bulled states l o n t a i t the I I N throurh Tunisia or
Morocco to suggest it begin negotiations wi th Frame- Alphand stated he doubted the
lumsian-Morocian channels uould be u-etul but agreed to forward Herter's inqui ry to
Fans (Memorandum ol conversation, ibhl 7Slb 00/2-IhhO) On March 11, Alphand
informed Herter I ranee would he happv to receive LI S assistance, p u b l i c l y or indirect ly ,
toward an Algerian settlement Herter replied the Uni ted Mates uou ld a\oid detaiK and
uould merely state the f i N should enter into negotiations on the basis ol de Gaulle s
September 16 proposals (Telegram Wl to Pans i f ' i J , 7 S 1 S O O / 1 1160)

309. Editorial Note

On April 21, the Afr ican Chiefs of Mission met at their request
with Under Secretary Dillon President de Gaulle was scheduled to
arrive in Washington on a State v i s i t the fo l lowing day, and the Chiefs
of Mission wished to discuss the i r concerns about Algeria and French
nuclear testing in the Sahara They gave Dillon a memorandum ex-
pressing their positions and requesting that the President use his good
offices with the French "with a view to achieving a peaceful and
speedy solution, based on the principle of genuine sell-determination,
to the Algerian conflict " (Memorandum of conversation, Department
of State, Secretary's Memoranda of Conversation 1 ot 64 D 199)

Presidents Fisenhowcr and de C i a u l l e met on Apri l 22, 24, 25, and
26 During their t i rst conversat ion, at w h i c h only he, De Cj ju l l e , and
the U S and French interpreters \sere present, Hist-nhower led into a
short but substantive discussion of Algeria by mentioning the African
aide-memoire The President introduced the topic again on April 25,
when it was considered brieflv by the two Presidents and their parties
Memoranda ol these conversations are scheduled lor publicat ion in
volume VII

De Gaulle lef t Washington on April 2h tor New \ork, San Fran-
cisco, and New Orleans, and left the United States on April 29 On
April 27, Eisenhower was asked at a press conference if he and Presi-
dent de Gaulle had discussed Algeria The President confirmed tha t
they had and noted that de Gaulle had confirmed the I rench policy of


